The world needs "a blockbuster success against malaria", says Regina Rabinovich, director of the foundation's infectiousdiseases programme. She hopes the project will "encourage both donor countries and developing countries to devote greater resources to fighting malaria".
The Gates initiative aims to glue these efforts together with sophisticated datamanagement systems and extensive scientific trials to evaluate what works and what does not. This scientific support will be funded by a $35-million investment over the next nine years. The foundation announced the decision to aid Zambia at the World Health Assembly in Geneva on 19 May.
The world needs "a blockbuster success against malaria", says Regina Rabinovich, director of the foundation's infectiousdiseases programme. She hopes the project will "encourage both donor countries and developing countries to devote greater resources to fighting malaria".
Called the Malaria Control and Evaluation Partnership in Africa (MACEPA), the project will be run by the Seattle-based non-profit organization PATH. It will partner Roll Back Malaria, the Global Fund and the World Bank.
Carlos Campbell, MACEPA programme director at PATH, says that its real-time data-management systems are "based on the best science available". He adds that measuring the effectiveness of the efforts in Zambia is a priority, so the results can guide future large-scale efforts. Although funding for malaria control has been stuck for years at around $200 million annually, money is starting to flow, he says, so solid science is needed to ensure that the influx of resources is spent well.
MACEPA will also measure the economic impact of reducing malaria deaths. The World Bank estimates that the disease cuts the economic growth of African countries by at least 1.3% annually. Brian Chituwo, Zambia's health minister, says it was the social and economic impact of malaria, which is responsible for 40% of child deaths in the country, that drove his government to make malaria control a priority.
Campbell hopes that the project will prove that investment in malaria control pays for itself through economic growth, encouraging other African countries to follow in Zambia's footsteps.
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